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:KR2ZQV$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH"

Douwe Draaisma
RU Groningen,

On the evening of15 November 2005, shortl
yafter nine, in the Dutch cityofNij
megen,
a man waskil
l
ed bygunfire.The victim, LouisSévèke, wasshotatcl
ose range.There
were severalwitnessesand the pol
ice distributed a drawing ofa caucasian mal
e,
between thirtyand fortyyearsofage.Despite the effortsofa team ofthirtydetectives,
the murder case remained unsol
ved for over a year.
Ata momentwhen the investigation seemed compl
etel
ystuck, j
ustice announced
thatitwasl
ooking for a person who had tried to contactSévèke in the weeksbefore the
NLOOLQJ+HVHHPHGWRKDYHXVHGDQDOLDVµ(GPXQG'DQWHV¶7KLVZDVREYLRXVO\D
reference to the main character in a novelbyAl
exandre Dumaspère, The Countof
Monte CristoSXEOLVKHGLQ,QWKLVQRYHO(GPXQG'DQWHVODQGVLQMDLOLQQRFHQWO\
asa resul
tofthe betrayalbyfriends.After a miracul
ousescape he takesrevenge.
In March 2007 38-year-ol
d MarcelT.wasarrested in a Barcel
ona internet-café.
The nextdayhe made a ful
lconfession.The pol
ice found some sortof
autobiography/diaryin which T.described a seriesofbankrobberieswith viol
ence and
bomb attacks.Thisdocumental
so contained a hitl
istofpersonswho had wronged him
in one wayor the other.Itbecame cl
ear thatkil
l
ing Sévèke wasmotivated byintense
feel
ingsofrevenge:in the 1990sT.had EHHQUHPRYHGIURPWKHVTXDWWHU¶VPRYHPHQW
thathe and Sévèke had been partofand T.fel
tthatSévèke wasthe person responsibl
e
for hisexpul
sion.
In Jul
y2007 there wasa firsthearing in the case againstT.Itappeared that
expertsfrom the ForensicPsychiatricService (FPS)had establ
ished thatT.suffered
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IURP$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH7KHVHSV\FKLDWULVWVDOVRIHOWWKDW$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHZDV
FDXVDOO\OLQNHGWRKLVFULPHVDQGWKHUHIRUH7FRXOGQRWEHKHOGIXOO\DFFRXQWDEOH7
ILHUFHO\RSSRVHGWKH$VSHUJHUGLDJQRVLVDQGLQGHHGany GLDJQRVLVRIPHQWDOGLVRUGHU
+HDUJXHGKHZDVFRPSOHWHO\VDQHUHIXVHGIXUWKHUSV\FKLDWULFH[DPLQDWLRQVD\LQJ
VRPHWKLQJWRWKHHIIHFWWKDWKHKDWHGWKHLGHDRIVSHQGLQJWKHUHVWRIKLVOLIHGLVFXVVLQJ
KLVPHQWDOVWDWHZLWKSV\FKLDWULVWV6HYHUDOFRPPHQWDWRUVDUJXHGWKDWWKLVZRXOGEHMXVW
WKHNLQGRIWKLQJDSHUVRQZLWK$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHZRXOGKDWHWRGR7KHFRXUW¶V
SUHVLGHQWUXOHGWKDW7EHVXEMHFWHGWRIXUWKHUH[DPLQDWLRQDQGREVHUYDWLRQLQWKH3LHWHU
%DDQ&HQWUH 3%& WKHLQVWLWXWHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUIRUHQVLFSV\FKLDWULFDVVHVVPHQWVLQ
7KH1HWKHUODQGV
$FFRUGLQJWRWKH3%&UHSRUWGLVFXVVHG

GXULQJWKHILQDOFRXUWVHVVLRQ7GLGnot

VXIIHUIURP$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH7KLVZDVQRWWRVD\WKDWWKHUHZHUHQRGLVRUGHUVDWDOO
EXWWKHVHZHUHRQO\PLQRUGLVRUGHUVDQGWKHUHSRUWFRQFOXGHGWKDW7ZDVIXOO\
DFFRXQWDEOHIRUKLVFULPHV7KHYHUGLFWUXOHGE\DFRXUWWKDWKDGWRGHDOZLWK
FRQWUDGLFWRU\H[SHUWUHSRUWVZDVDOLIHVHQWHQFH0DUFHO7UHIXVHGWRDSSHDO
0DUFHO7ZDVQRWWKHILUVWGHIHQGDQWWREHDVVRFLDWHGZLWK$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH
$IHZ\HDUVDJRZHKDYHVHHQDPRUHRUOHVVSXEOLFGLVFXVVLRQRQWKHTXHVWLRQ
ZKHWKHU9RONHUWYDQGHU*FRQYLFWHGIRUWKHDVVDVVLQDWLRQRI3LP)RUWX\QVXIIHUVIURP
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHDQGVLQFHWKLVFDVHWKHUHLVDVWHDGLO\JURZLQJQXPEHURIIRUHQVLF
FDVHVOLQNLQJ$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHWRDYDULHW\RIFULPHV$IDPRXVH[DPSOHDWOHDVWLQ
WKH1HWKHUODQGVLVDPXUGHUFDVHNQRZQDVWKHµ3HDQXW%XWWHU0XUGHU¶,WLQYROYHGD
\RXQJZRPDQZKREHFDPHYHU\LOOKDOIZD\HDWLQJKHUOXQFK6KHZDVWDNHQWRKRVSLWDO
DQGVWUXJJOHGIRUDIHZPRUHKRXUVEHIRUHVKHGLHG%RWKKHUSDUHQWVDQGKHUSDUWQHU
ZHUHSUHVHQWWKHSDUWQHUVKRZLQJQRHPRWLRQDWDOO1RLPPHGLDWHFDXVHRIGHDWKZDV
IRXQGEXWLQDODWHULQYHVWLJDWLRQLWWXUQHGRXWWKDWWKHSHDQXWEXWWHURQWKHEUHDGVKH
KDGIRUOXQFKSUHSDUHGE\KHUSDUWQHUFRQWDLQHGWKHREURPLGH7KLVLVDW\SHRISRLVRQ
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only a chemist can lay his hands on, and this focussed attention on the partnerofthe
victim, who was a chemist by profession.He confessed to having poisoned her.
During the preparation ofthe trial two reports were made by experts in forensic
psychiatry.A psychologist concluded that the chemist suffered from PDD-NOS (a
slightly different disorderwithin the autism spectrum);a psychiatrist concluded he had
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH,WWXUQHGRXWWKDWWKHfuture victim had repeatedly raised with her
partnerherwish to have children.As this wish intensified, the man felt cornered, and
finally he became obsessed with the thought that there was only one way out:her
disappearance.His lackofovert emotions duriQJWKHILQDOKRXUVRIKLVSDUWQHU¶VOLIHZDV
seen as a consequence ofhis condition.Both reports claimed that his disorderimplied
the inability to considerotheroptions.SiQFHERWK3''126DQG$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH
are considered to be irreversible disorders the riskofrelapse was deemed high.The
man was sentenced to 6 years plus preventive detention.
&DVHVOLNHWKHVHPDNHFOHDUWKDW$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHKDVIRXQGLWVSODFH
DPRQJ±DQGSDUWO\DWWKHH[SHQVHRI±IRrensic-psychiatric diagnoses like paranoid
disorderorpersonality disorders like the psychopath, the sociopath, the narcissist orthe
borderliner.This has been a relatively recent development:less than ten years ago, a
man watching his partnerdie without any signs ofdistress, would probably have been
diagnosed as a psychopath.Today, lackofemotion orlimited empathy has become an
indication fora disorderin the autism spectrum.
,IZHWDNHWKHEURDGHUYLHZRXWVLGHWKHF

ourtroom, we find that the numberof

$VSHUJHUSDWLHQWV±RUSHUKDSVSXWPRUHFDUHIXOO\±WKHQXPEHURI$VSHUJHUdiagnoses,
is rising quickly.To mention but a few indications:there are discussions whetherthe
high incidence ofAspergerpatients in the Eindhoven region could be related to an
overrepresentation ofparents in technical orscientific professions, working eitherat
Philips orthe Technical University.There are discussions on the need forspecial
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HGXFDWLRQIRUFKLOGUHQGLDJQRVHGZLWK$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH7KHUHDUHWKHNLQGVRI
diagnoses that turn parents of Asperger chilGUHQIDWKHUVPRVWO\UHWURVSHFWLYHO\LQWR
$VSHUJHUSDWLHQWV7KHUHDUHSRVWKXPRXVGLDJQRVHVLQGLFDWLQJWKDW(LQVWHLQ%DUWyN
:LWWJHQVWHLQDQGSHUKDSVHYHQ+DQV$VSHUJHUKLPVHOIZHUHVXIIHULQJIURP$VSHUJHU¶V
6\QGURPH$PRQJKLVWRULDQVRIOLWHUDWXUHWKHUHLVDFRQWURYHUV\RQWKHTXHVWLRQZKHWKHU
-DQH$XVWHQPD\KDYHPRGHOOHGKHU0U'DUF\IURPPride and Prejudice after an
$VSHUJHUSDWLHQWLQKHUFLUFOHRIIULHQGVRUUHODWLYHV
1RWDOORIWKHVHGHEDWHVDQGGLVFXVVLRQVKDYHVHULRXVFRQVHTXHQFHVEXWPDQ\
KDYH±PRVWRIWKHPLQFRXUWURRPVFODVVURRPVPHQWDOKHDOWKFDUHLQVWLWXWLRQVDQGVR
RQ$QGFHUWDLQO\$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHKROGVFRQVHTXHQFHVIRUWKRVHVRGLDJQRVHGDV
well as for their parents,children,husbandsVSRXVHVFROOHDJXHVWHDFKHUVHPSOR\HUV
7KLVOHQGVDFHUWDLQXUJHQF\WRWKHTXHVWLRQZKRLVLQFKDUJHRIWKH$VSHUJHUGLDJQRVLV
W ho or what defines the criteria? W ho or what is in the position to delineate this label?
7KHTXHVWLRQWRVXPPDUL]HLVZKRRZQVWKHGLDJQRVLVRI$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH"

$ILUVWDQVZHUFRXOGEHWKDW$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHEHORQJVWR$VSHUJHU$IWHUDOOKHLV
WKHHSRQ\PLVWKHLVWKHRQHZKRGLVFRYHUHGWKHV\QGURPHQDPHGDIWHUKLPDQGFOHDUO\
KHNQHZZKDWKHGLVFRYHUHG,IZHVHOHFWWKLVRSWLRQZHZLOOMXVWKDYHWRFKHFNZKDW
H[DFWO\LWZDVWKDW$VSHUJHUGLVFRYHUHG+DQV$VSHUJHU  D9LHQQHVH
paediatrician, described the disorGHUQDPHGDIWHUKLPLQKLVHabilitationsschrift2
)RUDSHULRGRIDOPRVWWHQ\HDUV$VSHUJHUKDGEHHQREVHUYLQJFKLOGUHQWKDWHQWHUHGWKH
3DHGLDWULF&OLQLFRI9LHQQD8QLYHUVLW\PDQ\RIWKHPZLWKVHYHUHGLVRUGHUV$ERXWRI
WKHPKHFODLPHGVKDUHGDGLVRUGHUKHFDOOHGµDXWLVP¶,IRQHUHDGV$VSHUJHU¶VRULJLQDO
publ
ication to find out how he cKDUDFWHUL]HGWKLVGLVRUGHURQHLVLPPHGLDWHO\VWUXFNE\
WKHIDFWWKDWKHZRUNHGZLWKLQDVFLHQWLILFSDUDGLJPWKDWKDVQRFRQQHFWLRQZKDWVRHYHU
2

+$VSHUJHUµ'LHµDXWLVWLVFKHQ3V\FKRSDWKHQ¶LP.LQGHVDOWHU¶$UFKLYIU3V\FKLDWULHXQG

Nervenkrankheiten  
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ZLWKWRGD\¶VSV\FKLDWULFFRQYHQWLRQV+LVUHSRUWRQWKHQHZGLVRUGHUKDVDQLQWURGXFWLRQ
LQZKLFKKHGHVFULEHVKLVWKRXJKWVRQPHWKRGRORJ\LQSDHGLDWULFVDQGFKLOGSV\FKLDWU\
)URPWKLVLQWURGXFWLRQ±ZKLFKZDVOHIWRXWZKHQ$VSHUJHU¶VDUWLFOHDSSHDUHGLQ(QJOLVK
WUDQVODWLRQ±LWLVFOHDUWKDW$VSHUJHUZDVLQIOXHQFHGE\*HVWDOWSV\FKRORJ\+HIHOWWKDW
FOLQLFDOREVHUYDWLRQZDVWKHDUWRIEHLQJVHQVLWLYHWRWKH*HVWDOWRIWKHRWKHUSHUVRQ
YRLFHIDFHERG\ODQJXDJHLQWRQDWLRQJHVWXUHVJD]HH[SUHVVLRQGLFWLRQDQGVRRQ
+HVWDWHGWKDWWKHFOLQLFLDQQHHGVWRKHDUZKDWKHFDOOHGWKHµ=XVDPPHQNODQJ¶RIWKH
SHUVRQXQGHUREVHUYDWLRQ%XWKRZWRSUHVHQWWR\RXUUHDGHUVVXFKDQHQFRPSDVVLQJ
QRWLRQDVWKLVµ=XVDPPHQNODQJ¶"7KLVLVDQHOHPHQWRIKLVPHWKRGRORJ\WKDWUHPDLQV
ODUJHO\LPSOLFLWDQGLVSHUKDSVEHVWFKDUDFWHUL]HGDVWKHPHWKRGRIIDPLO\OLNHQHVVRU
IDPLO\UHVHPEODQFHDUWLFXODWHGRIFRXUVHE\:LWWJHQVWHLQDOVRIURP9LHQQD:KDW
$VSHUJHUGLGZDVWRZULWHWKUHHSV\FKLDWULFSURILOHVRIER\VWKDWEHORQJHGWRWKLV
FDWHJRU\RUIDPLO\RIµDXWLVP¶7KHVHWKUHHER\VZHUH)ULW]9+DUUR/DQG(UQVW.
)ULW]9ERUQLQZDVDGPLWWHGIRUREVHUYDWLRQDWWKHDJHRIVL[+LVPRWRU
GHYHORSPHQWSURFHHGHGVRPHZKDWPRUHVORZO\WKDQQRUPDOZKLOHKLVVSHHFKZDV
DGYDQFHGIRUKLVDJHLQGHHGKHVSRNHµOLNHDQDGXOW¶)ULW]ZDVWRWDOO\XQILWIRUVFKRRO
+HQHYHUFRPSOHWHGDQDVVLJQPHQWDQGKH¶GJUDEWKLQJVDQGVPDVKWKHPWRELWVRUKLW
WKHRWKHUFKLOGUHQZLWKWR\VZLWKRXWHYHUVWRSSLQJWRWKLQNDERXWZKHWKHUKHZDVKXUWLQJ
WKHP$WWKHFOLQLFKHQHYHUHQWHUHGLQWRDQDIIHFWLYHUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKDQ\RQH,Q
DGGUHVVLQJDGXOWVKHQHYHUXVHGWKHIRUPDOSie.)RUKLPHYHU\RQHZDVDu.
,QKLVFDVHVWXG\$VSHUJHUWULHVWRVXPPRQXSDJUDSKLFLPDJHRI)ULW]DVLIKH
LQYLWHVKLVUHDGHUVWRMRLQKLPLQWKHDFWRIFOLQLFDOREVHUYDWLRQ)ULW]LVWDOOIRUKLVDJHKH
VORXFKHVDQGKLVPRYHPHQWVDUHFOXPV\%XWKLVIDFLDOIHDWXUHVDUHVWULNLQJO\GHOLFDWH
$VSHUJHUUHIHUVWRµILQHDQGDULVWRFUDWLFIHDWXUHV¶4+LVJD]HLVYDFDQWWUDYHOOLQJVZLIWO\


4XRWHGIURPWKHWUDQVODWLRQE\8)ULWK+$VSHUJHUµ$XWLVWLFSV\FKRSDWK\LQFKLOGKRRG¶8

)ULWK HG Autism and Aspergersyndrome&DPEULGJH
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and absently over people and objects. His voice is thin and high-pitched,with a strange
lilting intonation. He speaks slowly,dragging out the words. W hen he replies,it is
seldom an answer to the question. Sometimes he repeats the entire question,or only a
word. Fritzhas a peculiar relationship with noise:he throws toys,apparently because he
likes the sound they make,and sometimes he starts drumming rhythmically on his thigh
or the table or a wall,and sometimes another chLOG±DVLIWKH\DUHDOOWKHVDPHWRKLP
7KHPRVWSDUDGR[LFDODVSHFWRIKLVEHKDYLRXULV that his impulsive actions are invariably
VRXQSOHDVDQWSDLQIXORUGDQJHURXVWKDW he must know that his behaviour is
GLVDJUHHDEOHHYHQWKRXJKKHGRHVQ¶WDSSHDUWREHWDNLQJDQ\QRWLFHRIKLVLPPHGLDWH
VXUURXQGLQJV+H¶OOVLWWKHUHZLWKDQDEVHQWVOHHS\ORRNRQKLVIDFHDQGWKHQVXGGHQO\
MXPSXSDQGVZHHSDOOWKHWHDFXSVIURPWKHtable or give another child a boxon the
ears.
7KLVSHFXOLDUEHKDYLRXUDOVRPDQLIHVWVLWVHOIGXULQJWHVWLQJ2QHRIWKHLWHPV
LQYROYHVFRS\LQJDJHRPHWULFSDWWHUQRIVWLcks laid on the table. Fritzbarely glances at
the example,but lays the sticks down in the correct pattern,and more accurately than
the other children in his age group. But witKWKHH[FHSWLRQRIWKLVH[DPSOHKHLV
LPSRVVLEOHWRWHVW+HGHOLEHUDWHO\IDOOVRXWRIKLVFKDLUVODSVWKHWHDFKHURQWKHKDQG
and gives nonsense answers. W hen asked what WKHGLIIHUHQFHLVEHWZHHQJODVVDQG
ZRRGKHVD\Vµ%HFDXVHWKHJODVVLVPRUHJODVV\DQGWKHZRRGLVPRUHZRRG\¶5 It is
RQO\ZKHQLWFRPHVWRILJXUHVDQGDULWKPHWLF that he is able to hold his own. He can
UHPHPEHUDVHTXHQFHRIVL[QXPEHUVDQGUHSHDWWKHPZKLFKDFFRUGLQJWR%LQHW¶V
LQWHOOLJHQFHWHVWLVHTXLYDOHQWWRWKHOHYHORIDFKLOGRIWHQ/LNHDOPRVWDOOFKLOGUHQRIWKLV
W\SHDFFRUGLQJWR$VSHUJHU)ULW]KDVRQHVSHFLILFWDOHQWRUSonderinteresse, and that
is arithmetic.6+HWDXJKWKLPVHOIWRFRXQWWRDKXndred and within that range he knows
his way around,not only numbers over ten EXWDOVRIUDFWLRQV)ULW]FDQDVNKLPVHOI
5
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which is larger, one-sixteenth or one-eighteenth, and come up with the right answer.As
aj
oke, someone once asked him what two-thirds of120 was, and the answer came
backin a flash:80.No wonder the assessments ofsuch children range from genius to
mentallyretarded.
$VSHUJHUH[SODLQVWKDWZKLOHWKLVLVRODWHGLQWHOOHFWXDOVNLOOLVLQWDFW)ULW]¶V
emotional life is severelydisturbed.Even EHIRUHDµQRUPDO¶FKLOG±WKHTXRWDWLRQPDUNV
DUH$VSHUJHU¶V±KDVDQ\NQRZOHGJHRIZRUGVit learns to obeythe look, the gestures
and the tone accompanying what the father or mother is saying.It learns how to
interpret the facial expressions, bodylanguage and voice, via a process which is
HQWLUHO\XQFRQVFLRXV,Q)ULW]¶VFDVHLWLVDVLIWKHDELOLW\WRPDNHFRQWDFWZLWKRWKHUVE\
means ofsuch non-verbal communication is lacking.Conversely, no one can empathize
ZLWK)ULW]1RRQHNQRZVZK\KH¶VODXJhing or hopping around on one foot, whyhe
turns angry, or suddenlystarts hitting another child.His feelings are unrelated to the
situation, and his mood swings are so abrupt that it is almost impossible to make
contact with him.Anyshow ofaffection is counterproductive and seems to irritate him.
The case studyofFritzis much longer than can be presented within the compass
ofthis lecture.The second case study, on eight-year-old Harro L., j
ust as aggressive as
Fritzand j
ust as clumsy, is considerablyshorter, as ifAsperger trusts that the prototype
is alreadytaking shape.Harro has the same vacant expression, the smile that no one
XQGHUVWDQGVWKHVWUDQJHDQVZHUVµ*ODVVLVWUDQVSDUHQW:RRG±LI\RXZDQWWRORRN
WKURXJKLW\RXKDYHWRPDNHDKROH¶7 His Sonderinterese is doing sums, and he has
devel
oped his own systems which are total
l
ydifferentfrom the conventionalmethods,
so originaland yetoften so compl
icated thathe ends up making mistakes.Harro is
incapabl
e ofl
earning via the normaland much simpl
ermethods.On the ward Harro
avoids al
lcontactwith the otherchil
dren in his group.He reads a greatdealand when
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he is absorbed in a book, he is oblivious to everything around him.His verbal powers of
expression are downright precocious, comparable to that ofan adult:he takes pleasure
in recounting fantasticstories which go on and on, graduallybecoming incoherent.
After Fritzand Harro, the case ofseven-year-old Ernst K.conforms to a bynow
familiar pattern:he cannot abide other children, makes a scene ifthings are not lying or
standing in the same place as he wants or is used to, and he is so clumsythat he has to
be helped with the simplest procedures, such as eating and dressing himself.Ernst also
does sums according to his own methods.He seems to be looking straight past obj
ects
and people.His voice is high and nasal.Like Fritz, he is lanky, with delicate features.
According to Asperger, the differences between Fritz, Harro and Ernst were
variations within a common profile.Their voices±WRWDNHDQH[DPSOH±ZHUHRIWHQYHU\
high or shrill, or bycontrast excessivelysoft or monotonous;in both cases theywere
unusual enough to invite derisive imitations.Although their special skills and interests
were wide-ranging, theywere all eccentric.The profile begins to take shape quite early
in life, often from the age ofabout two.As the child grows up, there maybe many
changes in the expression ofthe disorder, but it will never go away.W hen theylook at
something, their gaze seems to glance offthe obj
ect, as iftheysee it onlyon the
SHULSKHU\RIWKHLUILHOGRIYLVLRQµ2QHFDQQHYer be sure whether their glance goes into
the far distance or is turned inwards, j
ust as one never knows what the children are
RFFXSLHGZLWKDWDSDUWLFXODUPRPHQWRUZKDWLVJRLQJRQLQWKHLUPLQGV¶8 Their
intellectual skills are also different.InµQRUPDO¶FKLOGUHQLQWHOOLJHQFHWDNHVVKDSH
between two poles:at one end the spontaneous original expressions, at the other end
the copying activities, imitation, the learning from others.The latter without the former is
emptyand mechanical.But the former without the latter is a true handicap:children with
this disturbance are incapable ofbeing anything but original, spontaneous and
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impulsive. They dream up new words that no one understands,design worlds known
only to them. The transfer ofknowledge via normal learning channels is impossible. The
children are totally egocentric. They have no respect whatsoever for others:this is not
the reflection ofa conscious insolence,but rather a defect in their understanding of
other people. They have no sense ofsocial distance:they touch people as they would a
SLHFHRIIXUQLWXUH<RXQJRUROGDFTXDLQWDQFHRUVWUDQJHUV±WKHVHDUHQRW
considerations which govern the way they respond to others. Lessons in social mores
will have to be explicitly taught. It is only via WKHLQWHOOHFWXDOURXWHWKDWWKHVHµLQWHOOLJHQW
DXWRPDWD¶DUHDEOHWRLQWHUQDOL]HEHKDYLRXUSDWWHUQV9
Asperger finishes his article with a discuVVLRQRIWKHSURJQRVLVRIWKHVHµGLIILFXOW
FKLOGUHQ¶DVKHFDOOVWKHPZLWKFRQVLGHUDWLRQ A great deal depends on the level oftheir
intelligence. Autisticchildren with sub-normal intelligence have the poorest prospects.
Children with a normal or above-normal intelligence have better chances. Once they
have chosen a profession,some ofthem succeed in achieving a remarkably good social
integration. In the experience ofAsperger,almost all autisticchildren with a normal
intelligence ultimately found a suitable j
ob,often thanks to their prowess in subj
ects like
PDWKVWHFKQRORJ\RUFKHPLVWU\7KHRQHVLGHGQHVVWKHOLPLWHGLQWHUHVWWKHEOLQNHUV±
these were qualities eminently suited to suchSURIHVVLRQVµ:HDUHFRQYLQFHGWKHQWKDW
autisticpeople have their place in the organism ofthe social community. They fulfil their
role well,perhaps better than anyone else could,and we are talking ofpeople who as
children had the greatest difficulties and cDXVHGXQWROGZRUULHVWRWKHLUFDUHJLYHUV¶10
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/HW¶VUHPLQGRXUVHOYHVRIWKHFRXUDJHQHHGHGWRSXEOLVKWKHVHZRUGVLQ9LHQQD
1944.11/HW¶VUHPLQGRXUVHOYHVDOVRWKDWLQ$VSHUJHU¶VDUWLFOHWKHUHLVQRWDWUDFHRIWKH
GLVRUGHUEHLQJFRQQHFWHGWRFULPH

,WLVFOHDUIURPKLVZD\RISUHVHQWLQJKLVREVHUYDWLRQVWKDW$VSHUJHUH[SHFWHGWKDWZH
KLVUHDGHUVZRXOGIRUPVRPHVRUWRIPHQWDOLPDJHRIWKHGLVRUGHUQRWDVDQH[SOLFLWOLVW
RIFULWHULDEXWPRUHRUOHVVDV\RXZRXOGUHFRJQL]HVRPHRQHIURPDSDUWLFXODUIDPLO\
(DFKRIWKHVHWKUHHER\VLVDXQLTXHSHUVRQ\HWDVPHPEHUVRIDSDUWLFXODUSV\FKLDWULF
FDWHJRU\WKH\VKDUHDSURILOH2QFHWKLVSURILOHKDVEHHQSRLQWHGRXWWR\RX$VSHUJHU
FODLPHG\RXZLOOUHFRJQL]HLWDWILUVWVLJKWDVVRRQDVWKHER\HQWHUVDVVRRQDVKH
VWDUWVWDONLQJ7KHVL[W\GHQVHO\SULQWHGSDJHVRIKLVDUWLFOHDUHDQH[WUHPHO\ULFKVRXUFH
RIREVHUYDWLRQVDQGUHIOHFWLRQV:LWKKLPRQHDOUHDG\ILQGVWKHLGHDWKDWWKHGLVRUGHULV
WKHUHVXOWRIDQH[WUHPHW\SHRIPDOHLQWHOOLJHQFHIRFXVVHGRQIDFWVUDWKHUWKDQ
HPRWLRQVPRUHRQOLWHUDOQHVVWKDQWKHRYHUWRQHVLQFRQYHUVDWLRQ,WLVDOVRDULFKVRXUFH
EHFDXVH$VSHUJHUPDNHVDVHULRXVHIIRUWWRGHVFULEHWKLQJVLPSRQGHUDEOHLQGHDOLQJ
ZLWKWKHVHFKLOGUHQWKHHPSWLQHVVLQWKHLUJD]HWKHWUDLWVRIWKHLUIDFHVWKHTXDLQW
SHGDQWLFFKRLFHRIZRUGV%XWWKLVYHU\VDPHVHQVLWLYLW\WRWKH*HVWDOWRIWKHFKLOG
W\SLILHV$VSHUJHUDVDUHSUHVHQWDWLYHRIDVFLHQWLILFVW\OHWKDWLVORQJVLQFHJRQH:KDW¶V
ODFNLQJLQKLVUHSRUWLVWKHUHGXFWLRQRIKLVREVHUYDWLRQVWRDOLVWRIVSHFLILFYHULILDEOH
FULWHULD±FULWHULDRILQFOXVLRQDQGFULWHULDRIH[FOXVLRQDOLVWWKDWLQGLFDWHVZKRVXIIHUV
IURPWKLVGLVRUGHUDQGZKRGRHVQ¶W7KHDQVZHUWRWKHTXHVWLRQZKR¶VLQFKDUJHRI
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHWKHUHIRUHLVnot+DQV$VSHUJHU
$VHFRQGRSWLRQFRXOGEHWKDWWKHFULWHULDDUHQRWODLGGRZQE\WKHHSRQ\PLVWKLPVHOI
EXWE\WKHSHUVRQproposi
ngWKHHSRQ\PZKRZLOOWKHQKDYHWRVSHFLI\ZKDWH[DFWO\LWLV
WKDWVKRXOGEHVRQDPHG,QWKHFDVHRI$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHWKLVZDVGRQHE\/RUQD
11
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Wing, a British autism expert. In 1981 she argued that the disorder described by
Asperger shoul
d have a separate status within the autism spectrum and successful
l
y
SURSRVHGWRODEHOWKHGLVRUGHUµ$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH¶12 It is onl
ysince 1981 that there
LVVXFKDWKLQJDV$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH6DGO\+DQV$VSHUJHUGLGQ¶WOLYHWRVHHWKLVKH
died the year before.
Lorna Wing represented a new generatLRQRIVFLHQWLVWV6KHZRUNHGLQD
methodol
ogicalstyl
e that was radical
l
ydiIIHUHQWIURPWKDWRI$VSHUJHU6KHWRR
presented case studies, but these were not in the heart ofthe articl
e (where Asperger
had them), but fol
l
owed the articl
e as an appendix. Theywere il
l
ustrations, rather than
constitutive ofthe new psychiatriccategory. The focus ofher articl
e is an expl
icit
discussion ofthe cl
assification and diffeUHQWLDOGLDJQRVLVRIWKHV\QGURPH6KH
separated the disorder from normalvariation between individual
s in personal
ity, from
schizophrenia, obsessive neurosis and in particul
ar from cl
assicalautism, the type of
disorder that Leo Kanner had described in 1943, one year before Asperger, and that
had come to dominate the notion ofautism. Wing proposed to appl
ythe l
abel
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHWRDSHUVRQVKRZLQJDXWLVWLFWUDLWVEXWZLWKSUHVHUYHG
grammatical
l
ycorrect use ofl
anguage and a FHUWDLQGHJUHHRIVRFLDOVNLOOV7KLVPRYHG
the syndrome in the direction ofa disorder with cl
earer specifications than in the
description byAsperger, even ifthis cl
aritycame at the expense ofan immense
UHGXFWLRQLQWKHULFKQHVVRI$VSHUJHU¶VFOLQLFDOSURILOHV
Are we to say, then, that the criteria for the appl
ication ofthe Asperger l
abelhave
been l
aid down byLorna Wing and that weZLOOVLPSO\KDYHWRFKHFNKHUDUWLFOH"
Unfortunatel
y, this is not the case. Lorna Wing too was a passing phase in the
cl
assification process. This l
eads us to a third option to consider as an answer to the
TXHVWLRQZKRLVLQFKDUJHRI$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH
12

/:LQJµ$VSHUJHU¶VV\QGURPHDFOLQLFDODFFRXQW¶Psychological Medicine, 11 (1981), 115-

129.
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Surely an orderly science such as psychiatry, you may think to yourself, will have
instruments and institutions to regulate discussions on criteria for classification and
labels? Certainly.The most important one is the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
(DSM), issued by the American Psychiatric Association.In ever revised editions it
attempts to list inclusive and exclusive criteria for a range of psychiatric and
neurological disorders.In 1980 Kanner type autism was included in DSM-III.It was only
LQWKDW$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHDSSHDUHGLQDSM-IV.For the Asperger diagnosis to
apply there have to be severe impairments in the use of nonverbal means of
communication, such as eye-to-eye gaze, facial expression or body posture, a lack of
spontaneous seeking to share interests and activities, as well as a lack of emotional
reciprocity.Indicative of the Asperger diagnosis are also stereotyped patterns of
behaviour or interests, such as intense preoccupations, non-functional routines and
motor mannerisms.As an excluding criterion there should be no significant delay in
language or cognitive development.
Does this point-for-point diagnostic directive nail down unambiguously who
VXIIHUVIURP$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHDQGZKRGRHVQ¶W"&DQZHVD\QRZWKDWDSM is in
charge of the diagnostic process, or, in a wider sense, the psychiatric community that
accepts DSM as its diagnostic guide? There are two reasons why this is not the case.
Firstly, the inclusion of both syndromes$VSHUJHU¶VDQG.DQQHU¶VKDVQRWHQGHG
WKHFRQWURYHUV\RQWKHUHODWLRQEHWZHHQWKHP7KHFULWHULDIRUWKHGLDJQRVLVµ$XWLVWLF
GLVRUGHU¶RYHUODSWKRVHRI$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURme.W hen a child meets sixor more of the
FULWHULDIRUDXWLVPWKHGLDJQRVLVZLOOEHµ$XWLVWLFGLVRUGHU¶,QRUGHUWRDYRLGGRXEOH
diagnoses, DSMXVHUVDUHLQVWUXFWHGWRFRQVLGHUWKHGLDJQRVLV$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH
only in those cases where the child meets fewer than sixof the autism criteria and,
moreover, has no language deficiency.This diagnostic procedure has led to a
paradoxical situation:according to a recent analysis, Fritz, Harro and Ernst met so
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many criteria for autism that the diagnosiV$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHVKRXOGQ¶WHYHQEH
considered.137KXVWKHFRQFOXVLRQZRXOGKDYHWREHWKDWWKHFKLOGUHQZKRP$VSHUJHU
KLPVHOIGHVFULEHGGLGQRWKDYH$VSHUJHU6RPHUHVHDUFKHUVPDLQWDLQWKDWWKLVUHVXOWLV
SURRIWKDWWKHUHLVQRHVVHQWLDOGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQWKHWZRV\QGURPHVZKLOHRWKHUV
FRQFOXGHWKDWWKHDSMLVDSSDUHQWO\LQFDSDEOHRIGHVFULELQJ$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHLQ
WKHPDQQHULQWHQGHGE\$VSHUJHU
7KHVHFRQGUHDVRQZK\ZHVKRXOGQ¶WDJUHHWKDWWKHDSM is in charge of
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHUHTXLUHVDGLJUHVVLRQ±DUDWKHUOHQJWK\GLJUHVVLRQ,¶PDIUDLG±RQ
RQHRIWKHWKHRULHVSXWIRUZDUGWRH[SODLQWKHFHQWUDOGHIHFWLQWKLVGLVRUGHU
,QWKH¶VWKHQRWLRQWKDWDXWLVPLVFDXVHGE\DVHYHUHFRQWDFWGLVRUGHU
JDLQHGVXSSRUWIURPDWKHRU\LQVSLUHGE\DFRPELQDWLRQRIGHYHORSPHQWDOSV\FKRORJ\
DQGSKLORVRSK\,WPDLQWDLQHGWKDWWKHFRUHRIWKHGHIHFWZDVWKHLQDELOLW\WRVHHWKH
ZRUOGIURPVRPHRQHHOVH¶VSHUVSHFWLYH$VWKH%ULWLVKSV\FKRORJLVW6LPRQ%DURQ&RKHQ
DQGKLVFROOHDJXHVSXWLWLQDQDXWLVWKDVQRtheoryofmi
ndQRVHQVHRIWKHLQQHU
OLIHRIRWKHUVSRVVLEO\EHFDXVHKHKDVQRDFFHVVWRKLVRZQPHQWDOOLIH14,QDVHULHVRI
WHVWVKHGHPRQVWUDWHGWKDWLWLVGLIILFXOWIRUDXWLVWLFFKLOGUHQWRZRUNZLWKPHQWDO
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQVRIREMHFWV2UGLQDU\FKLOGUHQOHDUQDWD\RXQJDJHWRGLVWLQJXLVK
EHWZHHQDUHDOFRRNLHDQGDUHPHPEHUHGLPDJLQHGRUSURPLVHGFRRNLH$XWLVWLF
FKLOGUHQDSSDUHQWO\ILQGLWGLIILFXOWWRLPDJLQHWKDWDQREMHFWZKLFKLVQRWSUHVHQWLQD
FRQFUHWHIRUPEXWH[LVWVLQ±VD\±VRPHRQH¶VPHPRU\FDQVWLOOLQIOXHQFHEHKDYLRXU
7DNHWKLVVLPSOHH[SHULPHQW7KHUHDUHWZRGROOV6DPDQG.DWHWKHH[SHULPHQWHU
VD\V1RZERWKRIWKHPIHHOOLNHKDYLQJDFRRNLHEXWXQIRUWXQDWHO\RQO\6DPJHWVD
FRRNLHIURPKLVPRWKHUVLQFH.DWH¶VPRWKHULVQ¶WKRPH2IFRXUVHDOOWKLVLVµPDNH
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EHOLHYH¶6DPGRHVQ¶WUHDOO\JHWDFRRNLH&KLOGUHQDJHGDURXQGILYHDQGFKLOGUHQZLWK
'RZQV\QGURPHIHHOVRUU\IRU.DWHEHFDXVH6DPJRWDFRRNLHDQGVKHGLGQ¶W7KH
DXWLVWLFFKLOGUHQVKRZQRVLJQRIV\PSDWK\:K\VKRXOGWKH\",QWKHLUOLWHUDOZRUOGWKHUH
DUHMXVWWZRGROOVDQGQHLWKHURQHJHWVDFRRNLH
%HFDXVHRIWKHDEVHQFHRIDWKHRU\RIPLQGDXWLVWVOLYHLQDVRFLDOZRUOG
LQKDELWDWHGE\LQGLYLGXDOVZLWKDQLQDFFHVVLEOHLQQHUZRUOGLQRWKHUZRUGVWKH\OLYH
DPRQJSHRSOHZKRZLOOQHYHUEHFRPHDQRWKHUµ,¶EXWZLOODOZD\VEHDQH[WHUQDOµKH¶RU
µVKH¶7KLVLPSOLHVWKDWFKLOGUHQZLWK$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHZLOODOZD\VKDYHGLIILFXOWLHV
ZLWKWDVNVWKDWUHTXLUHLQVLJKWLQZKDWRWKHUSHUVRQVWKLQNZDQWRUNQRZ0DQ\WHVWV
IURPWKHOLWHUDWXUHRQ$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHIRFXVRQGHDOLQJZLWKVRFDOOHGµIDOVH
EHOLHIV¶$ILIWHHQ\HDUROGER\&KULVWRSKHUWRRNDWHVWDWKLVVFKRROIRUVSHFLDO
HGXFDWLRQ+LVWHDFKHUSXWDWXEHRI6PDUWLHVRQKLVGHVNDQGDVNHGKLPZKDWKHWKLQNV
LVLQVLGHµ6PDUWLHV¶&KULVWRSKHUVDLG7KHQVKHSLFNHGXSWKHWXEHRSHQHGLWDQG
SXOOHGRXWDOLWWOHUHGSHQFLO6KHSXWLWEDFNLQFORVHGWKHWXEHDQGDVNHG&KULVWRSKHU
µ,I\RXUPXPP\FDPHLQQRZDQGZHDVNHGKHUZKDWZDVLQVLGHWKH6PDUWLHVWXEH
ZKDWGR\RXWKLQNVKHZRXOGVD\"¶µ$SHQFLO¶&KULVWRSKHUVDLG
6RPHRI\RXPD\UHFRJQL]HWKLVVFHQH,W¶

VQRWIURPWKHVFLHQWLILFOLWHUDWXUHEXW

IURPDSUHFLRXVOLWWOHQRYHOThe curious incident of the dog in the night-timeE\0DUN
+DGGRQ15&KULVWRSKHULVWKHPDLQFKDUDFWHURIDQRYHOWKDWDWWHPSWVWRJLYHDQ
LPSUHVVLRQRIWKHLQQHUZRUOGRIVRPHRQHZKRKDVQRVHQVHRIWKHLQQHUZRUOGRI
RWKHUV+DGGRQJDYHWKHER\DSURILOHWKDWUHVHPEOHVWKH*HVWDOWWKDW+DQV$VSHUJHU
WULHGWRVXPPRQXSVL[W\\HDUVDJR&KULVWRSKHUKDVDORQJKLVWRU\RIEHKDYLRXUDO
SUREOHPV$OWKRXJKKHLVRIQRUPDOLQWHOOLJHQFHDQGLQVRPHFDWHJRULHVVXFKDV
PDWKHPDWLFDOLQVLJKWDQGVSDWLDOSX]]OHVIDUDERYHQRUPDOKHDWWHQGVDVFKRROIRU
FKLOGUHQZLWKOHDUQLQJGLIILFXOWLHV2QDWHVWPHDVXULQJWKHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRIHPRWLRQVRQ
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the basis of facial expression, he scored verylow.He recognized the expressions
denoting happiness and sadness, but not those for perplexed or surprise.His inabilityto
µUHDG¶HPRWLRQVRIWHQOHDGVWRFRQIOLFWVZLWKother children.On the playground he tends
to stayclose to the adults.
+LVLQWHUHVWVDUHPRQRPDQLDFDO+HNQRZ

VDOOWKHSULPHQXPEHUVXSWRDQG

KDVOHDUQHGWKHQDPHVRIDOOWKHFRXQWULHVRI the world by heart, together with their
capitals.Hisuse oflanguage isliteral and concrete.He doesnot understand
PHWDSKRUV7KHVDPHLVWUXHRIKXPRXU&KULVWRSKHU¶VEHKDYLRXULVKLJKO\ULWXDOL]HG+H
will only eat when the variousfoodson hisplatHGRQRWWRXFKHDFKRWKHU&RORXUVKDYH
DGLVWLQFWHPRWLRQDOYDOXHUHGLVJRRG\HOORZDQGEURZQDUHEDG+HGRHVQ¶WHDWEURZQ
IRRG+HZDQWVKLVVXUURXQGLQJVWRUHPDLQFRQVWDQWKHPRYHVSLHFHVRIIXUQLWXUHEDFN
into their old position.He GRHVQRWOLNHWREHWRXFKHG
,WLVVWULNLQJWKDW&KULVWRSKHUGHVFULEHVKLVRZQPHQWDOSURFHVVHVLQYDULDEO\LQ
PHFKDQLFDOWHUPV+HFRPSDUHVKLVPHPRU\to a video recorder, and the reproduction
offactsto the processesrewind, play and fastforward.In new surroundings, where
WKHUHLVWRRPXFKQHZLQIRUPDWLRQWRFRSHZLWKKHIHHOVOLNHDFUDVKLQJFRPSXWHU
&KULVWRSKHUVKXWVRXWWKHZRUOGDURXQGKLPE\SXWWLQJKLVKDQGVRYHUKLVHDUVDQG
EHJLQVWRPRDQVRIWO\+HFRPSDUHVWKLVWRVKXWWLQJGRZQWKHFRPSXWHUE\PHDQVRI
control-alt-delete.
$WWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKHERRN&KULVWRSKHULVILIWHHQ\HDUVWKUHHPRQWKVDQGWZR
GD\VROG&KULVWRSKHULPSDUWVWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQWRDSROLFHPDQZKRKDVEHHQVXPPRQHG
LQWKHPLGGOHRIWKHQLJKWDQGLVQRZVTXDWWLQJQH[WWR&KULVWRSKHUVWDULQJDWWKH
QHLJKERXU¶VSRRGOHFUXHOO\LPSDOHGRQDSLWFKIRUN7KHQRYHOFHQWUHVRQWKHHIIRUWVWR
VROYHWKLVFRZDUGO\PXUGHUDVH[SHULHQFHGDQGUHFRXQWHGE\&KULVWRSKHU
5HDGLQJ+DGGRQ¶VQRYHORQHH[SHULHQFHVVRPHWKLQJZKLFKGRHVQRWRFFXUZKHQ
reading the Asperger case in the CasebookWKDWFRPHVZLWKDSM-IV.After ten or twelve
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pages, you feel yourself being drawn into &KULVWRSKHU¶VPLQG$QRWKHUWHQSDJHVDQG
you find yourself in an inner world which is at once bizarre and ordered, exoticand
ORJLFDOHFFHQWULFDQGVWUDLJKWIRUZDUG$Vthe story unfolds, you begin to see the world
WKURXJKKLVH\HVDQGSURFHVVLQIRUPDWLRQWKURXJKKLVEUDLQ2QHRIWKHSDUDGR[HVRI
this strange bookis that you begin to exSHULHQFHWKHLQQHUOLIHRIVRPHRQHZKRKDVQR
QRWLRQRIWKHLQQHUOLIHRIRWKHUV$VDUHDGer, you find yourself slipping into the firstSHUVRQSHUVSHFWLYHRIVRPHRQHZKRVHHVWKHZRUOGIURPDWKLUGSHUVRQSHUVSHFWLYH$W
the end of the book, it is difficult to dispel the feeling that you have j
ust experienced
VRPHWKLQJZKLFKLVLPSRVVLEOHDVLI\RX¶YHFDXJKWDJOLPSVHRIWKHGDUNVLGHRIWKH
PRRQ
7KLVLVZKDWFUHDWHVVXFKDQLQWULJXLQJWHQVLRQLQWKHGHVFULSWLRQRI&KULVWRSKHU
$µQRUPDO¶ILUVWSHUVRQQDUUDWRUDOORZVWKHUHDGHUDFFHVVWRWZRZRUOGVDWRQFHWKH
ZRUOGRIRXWZDUGEHKDYLRXUDQGDFWVDQGWKHZRUOGRILQQHUH[SHULHQFH:LWK
Christopher part of this latter, private world GLVDSSHDUV,QWKHQRYHORQHILQGVVRPHILQH
H[DPSOHVRIWKHµWUDQVODWLRQV¶KHQHHGVWRNeep out of trouble in the world of acts now
that the world of inner experience is inacceVVLEOH+LVWHDFKHUKDVH[SODLQHGWKDWZKHQ
VRPHRQHVKXWVKLVPRXWKDQGEUHDWKHVORXGO\WKURXJKKLVQRVHWKLVPD\PHDQWKDWKH
LVORVLQJKLVSDWLHQFH$IHZSDJHVODWHUChristopher is being interrogated by a
SROLFHPDQZKRVKRZVSUHFLVHO\WKLVFRPELQDWLRQRIEHKDYLRXUV&KULVWRSKHU
XQGHUVWDQGVWKDWKHKDVWREHFDUHIXOQRZ7KHWHDFKHUPXVWDOVRH[SODLQWRKLPRWKHU
SHRSOH¶VIHHOLQJVLQUHDFWLRQWRZKDWKHVD\VRUGRHV:KHQKHWHOOVKHUWKDWVRPHGRJV
DUHVPDUWHUWKDQ6WHYHZKRQHHGVKHOSZLWKHDWLQJDQGFDQ¶WHYHQUHWULHYHDVWLFNWKH
WHDFKHUDVNV&KULVWRSKHUQRWWRVD\WKLVWR6WHYH¶VPXP

$Q\RQHHQMR\LQJWKHIXOOFRPPDQGRIKLVVHQVHVFDQE\FORVLQJKLVH\HVWU\WRIRUPDQ
LPSUHVVLRQRIZKDWLWPHDQVWREHEOLQG,WZLOOEHDFOXPV\DQGQRGRXEWPLVOHDGLQJ
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impression, but it is an impression neverthel
ess.Someone who has been born bl
ind wil
l
not have a cl
umsyimpression ofwhat it means to be abl
e to see, he wil
lhave no
impression at al
l
, anymore than a seeing person woul
d have an impression ofwhat it
means to have an extra sense.In the eighteenth centurypersons with a sensory
handicap were discovered as epistemol
ogicalµH[SHULPHQWVRIQDWXUH¶,Q'LGHURW
wrote his Lettre sur les aveuglesDQGLQ&RQGLOODFGHYLVHGKLVWKRXJKWH[SHULPHQW
on a statue gaining ever richer knowl
edge byopening, one byone, its senses.W hat
GRHVDEOLQGPDQµVHH¶RIUHDOLW\":KDWLVKLVH[SHULHQFHRIVSDFH":KDWNLQGRI
NQRZOHGJHPD\DGHDIPDQDFTXLUHZLWKRXWDFFHVVWRODQJXDJH"
In our time we seem fascinated bya diffeUHQWFDWHJRU\RIµH[SHULPHQWVRIQDWXUH¶
those ofpersons in a deviating state ofmind.How does a person with manicdepression
H[SHULHQFHKLVZRUOG":KDWLVLWOLNHWRVXIIHUIURPVFKL]RSKUHQLD"+RZGRHVLWIHHOWR
OLYHZLWKGHOXVLRQV"2UZLWKDGHQVHDPQHVLD"7KHOLWHUDWXUHWKDWWULHVWRILQGDQDQVZHU
to these questions has something in common with the eighteenth centuryl
iterature on
sense and knowl
edge:the authors are themsel
ves in ful
lcommand ofthe facul
ties they
WDNHDZD\IURPWKHLUFKDUDFWHUV7KLVLV a fundamentalasymmetry.IfBernl
efhad
suffered from even the earl
iest signs ofAl
zheiPHU¶VKHZRXOGQ¶WKDYHEHHQDEOHWRZULWH
Hersenschi
mmen, his cel
ebrated novelabout a character experiencing the first
V\PSWRPVRI$O]KHLPHU¶VHersenschi
mmen is the resul
t ofimagining the absence of
something that has to be there in the first pl
ace.
7KHVDPHDV\PPHWU\FKDUDFWHUL]HVWKH

rel
ationship between someone with and

VRPHRQHZLWKRXWDµWKHRU\RIPLQG¶0DUNHaddon has tried to imagine a sel
fthat
GRHVQ¶WFRQWDLQWKHXVXDOLQWHULRURIIHHOLQJV, much l
ess the usualinstruments for sel
fREVHUYDWLRQ&KULVWRSKHULVDWKRXJKWH[SHULment.Haddon provides his inner worl
d with
l
ittl
e more than a few primaryemotions, the emotions he recognized in the facial
recognition test, l
ike sad or happy.W ith these poor instruments Haddon l
ets him
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navigate a world inhabitated by people who fine-tune their behaviour to the feelingsand
expectationsof other people,or at least have the ability to do so.Such a world,you will
find,empathizing with Christopher,isconfusing.You come to understand why he hates
liesand fantasies,hisworld iscomplicated enough asit is,he haslittle use for
alternative versionsof reality.
And so we see Christopher in the classroom and we see Christopher living with
hisdad,we see how hisconversation with the policeman derailsand Christopher hits
the policeman when he triesto grab him.These are the dozensand dozensof
VLWXDWLRQVDQG&KULVWRSKHU¶VUHDFWLRQVWRWhem from which the reader beginsto spin,
thread for thread,something like insight and empathy.Thisempathy quickly changes
into sympathy and pity,because it gradually turnsout that he hasbeen told many a lie,
by people who canRSHUDWHZLWKDOWHUQDWLYHYHUVLRQVRIUHDOLW\±LIWKDWVXLWVWKHPEHWWHU
In thisrespect,The curi
ousi
nci
dentofthe dog i
n the ni
ght-ti
me isalso a novel on the
defectsin non-autisticlives.
W hy should we pay thismuch attention to a boy who ismerely a character in a
novel? And what hasall of thisto do witKWKHTXHVWLRQZKR¶VLQFKDUJHRI$VSHUJHU¶V
Syndrome? The answer will lead usto a few peculiaritiesof classification in general and
psychiatricclassification in particular.Historian of science and philosopher Ian Hacking
hasargued that classificationsare never in any immediate sense an unambiguous
reflection of reality.16 He favoursa more relativisticview in which classificationsare the
result of interpretationsthat in different circumstancesmight have been otherwise,
leading to different classifications.Thisisa view on classification that lendspsychiatric
classificationsa certain leeway.It doesnotmean that there are no disordersin reality;
the point is,rather,that symptomsand syndromes,deviationsand abnormalities,could
have been grouped in completely different classifications.Thisisan important
16

I.Hacking,Rewri
ti
ng the soul
:mul
ti
pl
e personal
i
tyand the sci
encesofmemory,Princeton

1995.
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philosophical point of view, not restricted, incidentally, to psychiatric labels. In 1906
Alois Alzheimer found microscopic abnormalities in the brain ofAuguste D., a patient
with severe amnesia that had entered his ward a few years earlier. These abnormalities
included plaques and tangles. Alzheimer held these abnormalities responsible for the
ZRPDQ¶VPHPRU\GLVRUGHU,WUHPDLQHGWREH seen, Alzheimer thought, whether he had
discovered a new disease. Emil Kraepelin, his chief, was more straightforward and
proposed to label the memory disorder in combination with plaques and tangles
µ$O]KHLPHU¶V'LVHDVH¶1RWPXFKODWHU$O]KHLPHUZDVFRQIURQWHGZLWKDSDWLHQWWKDW
showed the same clinical symptoms ofmemory loss and after an autopsy also the
plaques, but not the tangles. Did this constitute a new disease? Or was it a variant of
the first disease? A few years later his colleagues decided to choose the latter option,
ZKLFKLVZK\WKHUHH[LVWVDµSODTXHVRQO\¶YDULDQWRI$O]KHLPHU¶V'LVHDVH,WLVLPSRUWDQW
to consider that even in classifications WKDWDUHRVWHQVLEO\PRUHFOHDUFXWWKDQ
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHDQGPRUHRYHUKDYHa neurological substrate that can be
unambiguously demonstrated in microscopic research, it is still a matter ofchoice to
order symptoms under the label Alzheimer.
Perhaps an analogy is helpful. The relation between psychiatric disorders and
their labels resembles the signs ofthe ZodiDF1RRQHGRXEWVWKDWWKHVWDUVWKDW
FRPELQHWRIRUP6FRUSLRUHDOO\H[LVWLWLVHTually indisputable that they could have been
ordered in different constellations.
W riting on psychiatric classifications, Hacking also identified a mechanism that
pertains in particular to diagnoses like AspeUJHU¶V6\QGURPH7KHFUDWHURQWKHPRRQ
WKDWZDVQDPHGDIWHU*HRUJH6DUWRQKDVQ¶WFKanged because ofthis. A child that is
diagnosed with Asperger does change. Asperger changes something in the life ofthe
child itself, in the life ofits parents, in the life ofits siblings, its teachers. A label like
Asperger carries connotations and consequences, and these, in turn, will influence the
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way the child is raised, educated, played with. Hacking called this the looping effect:the
diagnosis initiates a complicated interaction between the label and the person so
labelled. To the person himself, once capable ofreflecting on the meaning ofthe label,
on what it stands for, there is now a relation WRWKHODEHOKHPD\±WRPHQWLRQEXWDIHZ
RSWLRQV±GHFLGHWROLYHµDIWHUWKHODEHO¶to accept what present wisdom decrees to be
the limits ofhis condition. He may also decide that particular elements from the disorder
GRQ¶WDSSO\WRKLP+HPD\XVHWKHODEHOWRH[SOain to others what is wrong with him. He
may accept the label and say that he has a mild form ofthe syndrome. He may find that
KHKDVOHDUQHGWRRYHUFRPHRUFRPSHQVDWHWKHFKDOOHQJHVRIKLVFRQGLWLRQ+HPD\±
the options are too numerous to be listed. And these are merely the options for the
person so diagnosed. To parents, friends, teachers, roommates, colleagues there is
equally a new spectrum ofpotential relations to the label.
These relations take shape in a world in which psychiatry is not the only force of
influence. To someone who has read The curiousincident of the dog in the night-time,
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHLVDOUHDG\VOLJKWO\GLfferent and in this sense Mark Haddon is
partly in charge ofthe Asperger label. The same goes for lawyers who appeal to
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHLQWKHLUSOHDVRUMXGJHVZKRDFFHSWRUUHMHFWWKLVDSSHDO2UIRU
teachers who tune their lessons to what they KDYHUHDGRUKHDUGDERXW$VSHUJHU,QWKLV
VHQVH$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHEHORQJVWRHDFKand anyone, because the processes that
VKDSHWKHV\QGURPHKDYHFRPHWREHGLVWULEXWHGRYHUSHUVRQVDQGLQVWLWXWLRQV
literature and film, education DQGPHGLD(DFKPRYLHOLNHBen X, on the life and
premature death ofa boy suffering from AsSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHFKDQJHVVRPHWKLQJLQ
our ideas ofwhat it means to suffer from this condition. Each book written by parents on
what it means to raise a child with AspergeUHDFKFRXUVHIRUUHPHGLDOWHDFKLQJHYHU\
LQVWUXFWLRQDOJXLGHIRUHPSOR\HUV¶FKDQJHVsomething in the general perception of
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHDQGLVWKHUHIRUHpart and parcel ofthe looping effect.
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%XWGRHVQ¶W$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHEHORQJILUVWDQGIRUHPRVWWRWKHpersons so
GLDJQRVHG"3HUKDSVWKHPRVWFRQYLQFLQJVRXUFHVDUHOHWWHUVGLDULHVRU
DXWRELRJUDSKLHV,Q'DQLHO7DPPHWGLDJQRVHGZLWK$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH
SXEOLVKHGKLVDXWRELRJUDSK\Born on a bl
ue day17,WVWLWOHUHIHUVWRWKHFRORXU
DVVRFLDWLRQVFDOOHGXSE\ZRUGVLQ'DQLHO¶VV\QDHVWKHWLFPLQGWKHLQLWLDOOHWWHUµZ¶WXUQV
ZRUGVLQWREOXHLQFOXGLQJWKH:HGQHVGD\WKDWKHZDVERUQ+HGHVFULEHVWKHULJLG
REVHVVLRQVLPSOLHGLQKLVGLVRUGHUWKHULWXDOLVWLFDFWVDQGFRPSXOVLRQVWKHLQWHQVH
IDVFLQDWLRQZLWKVLPSOHPRYHPHQWVOLNHDVSLQQLQJFRLQWKHSHFXOLDUSUHIHUHQFHIRUOLVWV
RIIDFWVOLNHWKHFDSLWDOVRIWKHZRUOGRUWKHSUHVLGHQWVRI$PHULFDWKHHTXDOO\
PLUDFXORXVWDOHQWIRUFDOFXODWLRQDQGWKHORYHRISULPHQXPEHUVDOOWKRVHWUDLWVWKDWHYHU
VLQFHWKHZRUNRI+DQV$VSHUJHUKDYHVKDSHGWKHIDPLO\OLNHQHVVRIWKLVV\QGURPH+LV
DXWRELRJUDSK\LVDOVRDWULEXWHWRKLVSDUHQWVZKRPDQDJHGWRUDLVHDEDE\WKDWFULHG
DOPRVWLQFHVVDQWO\IRURYHUHLJKWHHQPRQWKVKDGWRGHDOZLWKDWRGGOHUWKDWZDV
H[WUHPHO\WRKLPVHOIDQGUHDFWHGZLWKDWDQWUXPDWWKHVOLJKWHVWFKDQJHLQKLV
VXUURXQGLQJV/DWHULQVFKRRODWDWLPHZKHQSUHFLRXVOLWWOHZDVNQRZQDERXW
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH'DQLHOUDQLQWRWURXEOHRQDGDLO\EDVLV,WZDVRQO\LQKLVWZHQWLHV
WKDWKHVORZO\DGMXVWHG
:KDWLVHVSHFLDOO\WRXFKLQJLQKLVERRNDUHWKHH[DPSOHVRIZD\VRIWKLQNLQJWKDW
RQHRUGLQDULO\ILQGVLQWKHSURIHVVLRQDOOLWHUDWXUHRQO\LQWKHVKDSHRIWHVWUHVXOWV
/DFNLQJDµWKHRU\RIPLQG¶FKLOGUHQZLWK$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHILQGLWGLIILFXOWWRKDQGOH
µSUHWHQG¶VLWXDWLRQVDVLQWKHFDVHRIWKHLPDJLQDU\FRRNLHRI6DPDQG.DWH'DQLHO
7DPPHWUHODWHVDVWRU\WKDWZDVFRPSOHWHO\LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOHWRKLPDWWKHWLPH,WZDV
FDOOHGµ6WRQH6RXS¶$VROGLHUZDQGHUVLQWRDYLOODJHDQGDVNVIRUIRRG7KHJUHHG\
YLOODJHUVSURYLGHQRQHDQGWKHVROGLHURIIHUVWRPDNHµVWRQHVRXS¶$OOKHQHHGVDUHD

17

'7DPPHWBorn on a bl
ue day.A memoi
r of$VSHUJHU¶VDQGDQH[WUDRUGLQDU\PLQG/RQGRQ
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FDXOGURQZDWHUDQGDVWRQH7DPPHWµ7KHYLOODJHUVKXGGOHURXQGDVWKHVROGLHUEHJLQV
WRFRRNKLVGLVKOLFNLQJKLVOLSVLQDQWLFLSDWLRQµ2IFRXUVHVWRQHVRXSZLWKFDEEDJHLV
KDUGWREHDW¶VD\VWKHVROGLHUWRKLPVHOILQDORXGYRLFH2QHRIWKHYLOODJHUVDSSURDFKHV
DQGSXWVRQHRIKLVFDEEDJHVLQWRWKHSRW7KHQWKHVROGLHUVD\Vµ2QFH,KDGVWRQHVRXS
ZLWKFDEEDJHDQGDELWRIVDOWEHHIDQGLWZDVILWIRUDNLQJ¶6XUHHQRXJKWKHYLOODJH
EXWFKHUEULQJVVRPHVDOWEHHIDQGRQHE\RQHWKHRWKHUYLOODJHUVSURYLGHSRWDWRHV
RQLRQVFDUURWVPXVKURRPVDQGVRRQXQWLODGHOLFLRXVPHDOLVUHDG\IRUWKHHQWLUH
YLOODJH,IRXQGWKHVWRU\YHU\SX]]OLQJDWWKHWLPHEHFDXVH,KDGQRFRQFHSWRI
GHFHSWLRQDQGGLGQRWXQGHUVWDQGWKDWWKHVROGLHUZDVSUHWHQGLQJWRPDNHDVRXSIURPD
VWRQHLQRUGHUWRWULFNWKHYLOODJHUVLQWRFRQWULEXWLQJWRLW2QO\PDQ\\HDUVODWHUGLG,
ILQDOO\XQGHUVWDQGZKDWWKHVWRU\ZDVDERXW¶18
7KLVLVDPXOWLOD\HUHGSDVVDJH,WLVDFRQYLQFLQJGHPRQVWUDWLRQRIWKHGLIILFXOWLHV
DFKLOGZLWK$VSHUJHUZLOOKDYHXQGHUVWDQGLQJZKDWLVJRLQJRQLQRWKHUSHRSOH¶VPLQGV
%XWE\ZULWLQJDERXWKLVGLIILFXOW\LQILJXULQJRXWWKHVROGLHU¶VLQWHQWLRQ'DQLHO7DPPHW
DOVRUHODWHVKLPVHOIWRWKHK\SRWKHVLVWKDWSHUVRQVVXIIHULQJIURP$VSHUJHU¶VKDYHQR
µWKHRU\RIPLQG¶:HPD\HYHQVD\WKDWZLWKRXWVXFKDµWKHRU\RIPLQG¶7DPPHW
ZRXOGQ¶WKDYHEHHQDEOHWRZULWHDERXWKLVIDLOXUHWRXQGHUVWDQGWKHVWRU\DVDFKLOGQRU
DERXWKLVSUHVHQWLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRIKLVHDUOLHUODFNRIXQGHUVWDQGLQJ+DFNLQJZRXOGEH
GHOLJKWHGE\WKLVLQVWDQFHRIWKHORRSLQJHIIHFWDVFLHQWLILFK\SRWKHVLVRQDFHQWUDO
GHIHFWLQWKHPHQWDOIXQFWLRQLQJRIDSHUVRQZLWK$VSHUJHU¶VH[SODLQVWR'DQLHO7DPPHW
ZK\KHGLGQ¶WXQGHUVWDQGWKHJLVWRIWKHVWRU\DWWKHWLPHDQGDWWKHVDPHWLPHKH
SURYHVZLWKWKLVSDVVDJHWKDWWKLVLVDKDQGLFDSWKDQFDQEHRYHUFRPH,QWKLVZD\
7DPPHW¶VDXWRELRJUDSK\LVDFOHDUGHPRQVWUDWLRQRI\HWDWKLUGLPSRUWDQWQRWLRQGHULYHG
IURPWKHZRUNRI+DFNLQJ$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHLVDQH[DPSOHRIDµIX]]\FRQFHSW¶7KH
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very fact that limits may shift as a consequence of looping effects characterizes
$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHDVWKHW\SHRIGLDJQRVLVZLWKXQFHUWDLQERXQGDULHV

/DGLHVDQGJHQWOHPHQLW¶VWLPHWRVHHZKDWZHPD\FRQFOXGHIURPRXUFRQVLGHUDWLRQV
7KHSUHVHQWGHYHORSPHQWVLQWKLQNLQJRQ$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHFRQILUPZKDWKLVWRULFDO
LQYHVWLJDWLRQLQWRWKLVV\QGURPHDOUHDG\VXJJHVWHGLWVOLPLWVDUHGLIIXVHWKH\DUH
FRQVWDQWO\FKDQJLQJDQGKDYHGRQHVRVLQFHWKHHDUOLHVWSXEOLFDWLRQVE\+DQV$VSHUJHU
,QWKLVUHVSHFWKLVWRU\RIVFLHQFHKDVDEHQHYROHQWUHODWLYL]LQJHIIHFWLWLVVLPSO\QRW
WUXHWKDWSV\FKLDWU\KDVDJROGHQVWDQGDUGVRPHZKHUHWRVHSDUDWHWKRVHZKRVXIIHU
IURP$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHIURPWKRVHWKDWGRQ¶W7KHFULWHULDOLVWHGLQDSM-IV are
DGPLWWHGO\DQDWWHPSWWRVSHFLI\VXFKDGLDJQRVWLFVWDQGDUGEXWWKHDFFHSWDQFHRID
VWDQGDUGGHSHQGVRQLWVDFWXDOXVHDQGVLQFHWKLVDFWXDOXVHYDULHVFRQVLGHUDEO\RQH
FDQKDUGO\JUDQWWKHVHFULWHULDVWDQGDUGVWDWXV7RDODUJHGHJUHH$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH
LVZKDWLVPDGHRILWLQGD\WRGD\GHDOLQJZLWKWKLVGLVRUGHULQWKHZD\LWLVKDQGOHGLQ
IDPLOLHVLQVFKRROVLQFRXUWURRPV
7REHIDLUWKHQRWLRQRI$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHDVDµIX]]\FRQFHSW¶KDV
GRZQVLGHVDVZHOO6RPHWLPHVGHFLVLRQVKDYHWREHWDNHQRUYHUGLFWVKDYHWREH
SDVVHGWKDWUHTXLUHD\HVRUQRRXWFRPH6KRXOGWKLVFKLOGUHFHLYHVSHFLDOHGXFDWLRQ",V
WKLVPDQDFFRXQWDEOHIRUKLVFULPH",QFDVHVOLNHWKHVHDFOHDUFXWGLDJQRVWLFSURWRFROLV
GHDUO\PLVVHG%XWLQGLIIHUHQWFLUFXPVWDQFHVWKHGLIIXVHQHVVRIOLPLWVPD\EHDEOHVVLQJ
LQGLVJXLVH1RGRXEWLWLVSDUWO\E\WKHGHGLFDWLRQRIKLVSDUHQWVDQGWHDFKHUVWKDW
'DQLHO7DPPHWKDVEHHQDEOHWRH[SDQGWKHOLPLWVRIKLVFRQGLWLRQ,QKLVERRNKHXVHV
PHWDSKRUVKHPDNHVMRNHVKHDQDO\]HVKLVLQQHUOLIH±KHGRHVDOONLQGVRIWKLQJVD
SHUVRQZLWK$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPHLVQ¶WVXSSRVHGWRGR7KDW¶VWKHLQVSLULQJ
FRQVHTXHQFHRIOLPLWVWKDWDUHQ¶WQDLOHGGRZQLQDVWDQGDUGWKH\LQYLWHSDWLHQWVSDUHQWV
DQGWHDFKHUVWRWHVWZKHWKHUWKHVHOLPLWVDUHSHUPDQHQWZKHWKHUKDQGLFDSVFDQEH
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compensated, whether the special abilities and talents one so often finds with them may
be a keyto better social integration.SoZKR¶VLQFKDUJHRI$VSHUJHU¶V6\QGURPH"
Manydifferent people and manyinstitutions, no doubt.But most importantly:the
persons so diagnosed and their loved ones.Theyare the ones who maypush limits,
transforming the disorder in the process.

Let me finish bythanking Ghent Universityand the members ofthe Sarton Committee
for the honour ofinviting me to such a distinguished position as the Sarton Chair for the
HistoryofScience.George Sarton specialized in the earlyhistoryofphysics and his
ZRUNGRHVQ¶WLQWHUVHFWZLWKP\PDLQLQWHUHVWVEXW,GLGUHDGKLVHVVD\µ7KHWRZHU
RI%DEHO¶LQZKLFKKHSOHDGVWKDWLQWHUQDWional scientific communication should not be
narrowed down to one lingua franca, i.e.English, but to English and three or four main
languages, while simultaneouslynurturing national languages.Iwas struckbyhis
sensitivityto the consequences implied bythe choice oflanguage.Hardlya minor
FRQVHTXHQFHLVDW\SLFDOKLVWRULDQ¶VFRQFern:choosing English as the exclusive
language for publication and education will graduallybut inevitablyclose the access to
the knowledge and experience laid down in thHSDVWLQRWKHUODQJXDJHV$PDQDIWHUP\
own heart, your Sarton.
Iwould also like to thankmycolleague and friend Jürgen Pieters for his good
FDUHDQGIRUKLV/DXGDWLR±ZKLFKZDVJURsslyexaggerated, but enj
oyable nevertheless.
Ladies and gentlemen, this is not the first time that we visit the fairest cityof
Belgium and it will not be the last, but the occasion for thi
svisit pleased us verymuch
indeed.Thankyou.19
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,ZRXOGOLNHWRH[SUHVVP\JUDWLWXGHWRP\FROOHDJXHV$QQH%HDXOLHXDQG0DDUWHQ'HUNVHQ

who gave the manuscript ofthis lecture a thorough reading.

